Join us on the 8th of March 2021
Registration link for the event at:
https://maastrichtuniversity.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7PM3VSbf4Nsb7lc
For queries, write to: site4society@merit.unu.edu

Organisation Committee

Digitalisation and Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG)
Digitalisation for SDG 5.2 (End Violence):
Exploring Implications, Opportunities and Threats

Even today, statistics indicate that one in three women and one in four adolescent girls is likely
to experience physical or sexual violence. The lives of girls and women are undermined by
violence, harm, neglect, exploitation, and abuse. On the one hand, this is a serious violation of
women’s rights, capabilities, and wellbeing and on the other hand, it also severely undermines
women’s freedom and agency.
Objective of the Conference
Researchers at United Nations UniversityMERIT (UNU-MERIT), studying the role of
technology adoption and diffusion, propose
that digitalisation can serve both as an enabler
of or barrier to violence against women and
girls (Fig. 1) and therefore requires a deeper
examination. The conference will explore the
different dimensions of online Violence
Against Women and solution designs melding
Science,
Technology,
Innovation
and
Engagement (SITE).
The discussion will involve practitioners,
academics, activists and other stakeholders
who are committed towards elevating our
understanding of how digital spaces can
become both inclusive and empowering. We
are thrilled to present our speakers who will
share their experiences and recommendations
for attaining the SDG 5 targets.

Overview of Speakers:

Praachi Kumar is a Doctoral Fellow at UNU-MERIT
Speaker

Peace Oliver Amuge is the Executive Director at Women of Uganda
Network (WOUGNET)
Speaker

Gabriel J.X. Dance is the Deputy Investigations Editor at The New York
Times
Speaker

Julieta Marotta is Academic Programme Director of the Master Public
Policy and Human Development Programme
Discussion Leader

Dr. Shyama V. Ramani is a Professorial Fellow at United Nations
Universit -MERIT, Maastricht and a Professor at Maastricht University
Moderator

Speaker Profiles:
Praachi Kumar: Complementarities in digital
empowerment and violence eradication, state of the art
(including COVID-19)
Technology adoption is at the forefront of Praachi's research, and
she is interested in how it influences the economy and society,
particularly the most marginalised groups. In her PhD Thesis,
she passionately combines her research interests of technology
adoption and addressing gender-based violence, and studies how
violence against women is influenced by digitalisation. Prior to
joining UNU-MERIT as a Doctoral Fellow, she led gender
research and advocacy projects. Praachi holds an MSc. in Public
Policy and Human Development from Maastricht University and
UNU MERIT, and a BA (Honours) in Economics from Miranda
House, Delhi University.
Peace Oliver Amuge: Digital Empowerment and Online
Violence
Peace Oliver Amuge is a Communications Specialist, Gender
Digital Rights Activist and a Writer, she’s currently the
Executive Director at Women of Uganda Network
(WOUGNET). She has vast experience in gender responsive
project identification, formulation and implementation, policy
advocacy and development of communications strategy and
policy documents. She has authored a couple of online
publications on topics related to women’s digital human rights.
Peace is a working group member of the global Internet
Governance Forum on Strengthening and Strategy, a Faculty
member of the Arusha Women School of Internet Governance,
and Board member of the Centre for Multilateral Affairs
(CfMA). She holds a Master’s Degree in International Relations
& Diplomatic Studies and a Bachelor’s Degree in Public
Relations Management.
Gabriel J.X. Dance: Online Child Sexual Abuse Material
Gabriel J.X. Dance is the Deputy Investigations Editor at The
New York Times where he works with a small team investigating
all things technology – from online child sexual abuse imagery to
the companies that trade and sell our data. Previous to The Times,
he was a founding managing editor at The Marshall Project where
his work focused on the criminal justice system and the death
penalty in particular. Before that, he was interactive editor for The
Guardian, where he was part of a group of journalists who won
the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for public service for coverage of
widespread secret surveillance by the N.S.A.

Discussion Leader Profile:

Julieta Marotta is Academic Programme Director of the Master
Public Policy and Human Development Programme (MPP). Julieta
received her PhD from Maastricht University/United Nations
University on access to justice and legal empowerment of victims
of domestic violence. Her research interest is on inclusive forms of
access to justice and legal empowerment through empirical legal
research.

Moderator Profile:

Dr. Shyama V. Ramani is a Professorial Fellow at United Nations
University, UNU-MERIT, Maastricht and a Professor at Maastricht
University. Her research focuses on the relationships between
technology, innovation and their governance for inclusive
development. She founded ‘Friend in Need India Trust’ (FIN) in the
aftermath of the Asian tsunami of 2004.

Programme of the Event:
Programme
Welcome and Inaugural Session (10min)
Welcome address by the organisation committee (Adèle Warin,
Emma Rouanet, Dorina Crivat)
Prof. (Dr.) Shyama V. Ramani (UNU-MERIT, FIN India Trust)
Inauguration of the conference
Presentation (20 min)
Ms. Praachi Kumar (UNU-MERIT)
Complementarities in digital empowerment and addressing VAWG,
state of the art, impact of COVID 19
Q&A
Presentation (20 min)
Miss Peace Oliver Amuge (WOUGNET)
Digital Empowerment and Online VAWG
Q&A
Presentation (20 min)
Mr. Gabriel J.X. Dance (The New York Times)
Online Child Sexual Abuse Material
Q&A
Break (5min)
Ms. Krithika Bala (10 min)
Video and Q&A
Discussion (20 min)
Dr. Julieta Marotta (UNU-MERIT)
Concluding Session (5min)
Closing Remarks
Prof. Bartel Van de Walle (Director, UNU-MERIT)
Vote of Thanks by the organisation committee (Adèle Warin,
Emma Rouanet, Dorina Crivat)

Time in The
Netherlands
(CET)
15:00- 15:10

Time in India
(IST)

15:10-15:30

19:40-20:00

15:30-15:50

20:00-20:20

15:50-16:10

20:20-20:40

16:10-16:15
16:15-16:25

20:40-20:45
20:45-20:55

16:25-16:45

20:55-21:15

16:45-16:50

21:15-21:20

19:30- 19:40

About Us
1. UNU-MERIT
The United Nations University – Maastricht Economic and Social Research Institute on Innovation and
Technology (UNU-MERIT) is a research and training institute of United Nations University based in
Maastricht in the south of the Netherlands.
The institute, which collaborates closely with Maastricht University, carries out research and training
on a range of social, political and economic factors that drive economic development in a global
perspective. Special emphasis is on the process of technological change and innovation, including the
governance of science and technology and on factors limiting the access to knowledge; on (public)
policy analysis and evaluation; on the social aspects of growth and development, in particular the policy
challenges posed by low levels of development including the limitations and possibilities for social
security and other social policies; and on the relationship between global development and migration.
2.

SITE4Society

“SITE4Society” was initiated by Prof. Shyama V. Ramani to create dialogue and cooperation between
students, researchers and other community stakeholders on pathways to attain the Sustainable
Development Goals. Its activities have been developed in collaboration with different groups of
academics and students across the globe, with the core team being in UNU-MERIT. Its mission is to
mobilize academics and students to contribute to making the world a better place via research, actionresearch, workshops, training programmes and publication briefs. The focus is on the SITE variables
i.e. science, innovation, infrastructure, technology and engagement (via entrepreneurship and/or
governance) that can serve the National Missions of countries and attainment of the Sustainable
Development Goals.
3.

Friend in Need India Trust

At FIN we strive to develop solutions for problems related to sanitation, water, waste management and
hygiene behaviour that are environmentally friendly and socially just. FIN Trust is set up as a teaching,
training and action research laboratory with two divisions. The Centre for Circular Economy is a virtual
lab of academics, professionals and students passionate about contributing to a cleaner and greener
India and world through teaching, training and research. The centre works closely with a rural living
lab in Kameswaram village in the Nagapattinam district of Tamil Nadu state, which experiments with
grassroots innovation generation and diffusion, livelihood creation and community level initiatives for
hygiene behaviour.

